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leaves the main line near Medicine Hat, and, entering the Rocky
Mountains by Crowsnest Pass, taps the coalfields in the valley of
the Elk River, and then, after following first the Kootenay and some
of its tributaries, and later the Columbia and the Kettle, crosses to
Hope on the Fraser, where it rejoins the main line ; while a fourth
runs from Calgary and joins the Winnipeg-Strathcona line near
the latter town. In conjunction with the Minneapolis, St. Paul,
and Sault Ste. Marie Railway, the Canadian Pacific also connects
Sault Ste. Marie, Winnipeg, and Pasqua (west of Regina) with
Minneapolis and St. Paul.
Two important routes of the former Grand Trunk Railway
run from Montreal: one to Portland, in Maine, and the other to
Chicago, by way of the Ontario peninsula, with the different parts
of which the main line has many ' connections. The trans-con-
tinental extension of the Grand Trunk system was provided
by the National Trans-continental Railway from Moncton to
Winnipeg built by the Dominion Government, and its continuation
to Prince Rupert built, with Government assistance, by the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway Company, a body closely associated with
the Grand Trunk Railway. The route of this trans-continental
railway is as follows : from Moncton in New Brunswick it runs to
the St. Lawrence near Quebec, keeping within, but, for a consider-
able part of the way, near to, the Canadian frontier. Crossing
the river above Quebec, it strikes westwards considerably to the
north of the Canadian Pacific Railway. There are connections
with Quebec, Montreal, and Port Arthur, but the first great town
into which the main line actually runs is Winnipeg. From Winnipeg
the railway goes by Saskatoon to Edmonton, and from, that town
is continued westwards towards the Yellowhead Pass, by which
it crosses the Rocky Mountains. It then follows the Fraser as far
as the great bend of that river to the south, and, crossing into the
basin of the Skeena, descends by its valley to the Pacific coast at
Prince Rupert. This route, which was completed in 1914, lies
entirely within British territory ; it offers, because of the more
northerly position of Prince Rupert, a shorter sea voyage to Yoko-
hama and northern China than Vancouver does, and it opens up a
part of the Laurentian Plateau hitherto untapped by railways.
The main line of what was the Canadian Northern Railway,
which had to some extent been built up by the acquisition of